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Sophister Module Description Template 2022-23 

Full Name: Exploring Heritage Collections 

Short Name: EHC 

Lecturer Name and Email Address: Dr Julie Bates (batesju@tcd.ie), Dr Jane Carroll 
(Jane.Carroll@tcd.ie), Dr Nathan O’Donnell (naodonne@tcd.ie) 

ECTS Weighting: 5 

Semester Taught MT/HT:  HT 

Year JS/SS: JS 

Module Content: This module explores the intersection of literature, collections, objects, and memory. 
Working with key heritage institutions around Dublin, this module is taught through a mixture of online 
learning and practical workshops where you will gain hands-on experience of items from some of 
Ireland’s most important heritage collections. The institutions connected to this module are: 

• The Library of Trinity College Dublin: Manuscripts and Early Printed Books  
• The National Library of Ireland 
• The Irish Film Institute 
• Dublin City Library and Archive 
• The Irish Museum of Modern Art 
• The National Archives 
• Marsh’s Library 
• The Hugh Lane Gallery 
• The National Visual Arts Library at NCAD  
• The Digital Repository of Ireland 

Over the course of this module, you will gain practical experience working with archives, catalogues, 
and heritage collections. The module assessment is closely linked with the 10 heritage partners 
institutions, and will involve collaborative projects with industry professionals to create and curate 
online materials for public audiences. Together, we will reflect on the processes and theories that help 
to inform and organise these collections, drawing on a range of critical approaches to heritage, 
collection, curation and display including Susan Stewart’s work on souvenirs and memory, Edmund 
deWaal’s work on tracing personal histories through objects, and Jacques Derrida’s deconstruction of 
archives.   

 

Internships 

Every student who takes this module will be offered a paid internship at one of the partner organisations 
and develop and practice new, transferable skills for the workplace, addressing the need for future 
skilled workers in the heritage sector.  

Please note that the internships can only be taken up after all module coursework has been submitted 
and passed.  
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Learning Outcomes: 

By the end of the module you will be able to:  

• Engage confidently with archives and collections at the ten partner cultural institutions  
• Demonstrate your understanding of range of key critical and creative approaches to archiving 

and collecting  
• Articulate responses to the key themes and issues of the module across a range of written 

forms  
• Demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of the material on the module and your 

confident engagement with relevant critical methodologies and theoretical frameworks in an 
essay  

• Apply the skills and knowledge acquired through the module during your internship 

 

Learning Aims: 

• Develop a range of practical transferable skills for working with archives and collections  
• Explore an understanding of the key theoretical and critical approaches to heritage collections  
• Reflect upon key cultural, social and historical factors surrounding the collections in partner 

institutions 

 

Assessment Details:  

Assessment for this module is in three parts 

1) Reflective week-to-week journal on module materials (1500 words – 40%) 
2) Digital project to be created in small groups, with each project focusing on the featured artefact 

for one of the heritage institutions. The digital project can take a variety of forms, including 
online exhibitions and podcasts, and should be suitable for a public audience (30%) 

3) Short reflective essay on digital project (1000 words – 30%)  

 

Preliminary Reading List:  

The reading list will be finalised before the start of term. It will include: Walter Benjamin, ‘Unpacking 
my Library’ (1931); Bruce Chatwin, ‘The Morality of Things’ (1973); Jacques Derrida, Archive Fever: 
A Freudian Impression (1996); Lydia Ferguson, ‘Cultivating Childhood: The Pollard Collection of 
Children’s Books’ (2013); Suzanne Keen, Romances of the Archive in Contemporary British Fiction 
(2003); Carolyn Steedman, Dust: The Archive and Cultural History (2002); Susan Stewart, On Longing 
(1984); Edmund deWaal, The Hare with Amber Eyes (2010).  

 
 
 
Please note: 
 

• Curricular information is subject to change. 
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• Information is displayed only for guidance purposes, relates to the current academic 
year only and is subject to change. 

• Limited to 11 JS places.  
 

 


	Internships

